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NUMBER XLV

PARISH OF CRANSHAWS.

(PREEETTIRY OF DUNSE, SYNOD OF MERSE ANL
TIVIOTDALE, COUNTY OF BER“"IEK.J

By the Rew. Ma. GeorgeE DrunmMonp.

Name, and Situation.

THERE 18 O certain account, nor even any conjedture

which has the leall appearance of probability, with re-
Part of the

gard to the origin of the name of this parifh,
parith of Longformacus interfects it in the middle ; fo that one
half, and indeed the largell half of this diftriéd, lies at the dif-
tance of 4 or § miles from the church., An Inconvinience
which attends muny pariflies in this part of the country.

Population.—~There are only 164 inhabitants in the parifh,
of whom 84 are males and 8o females. The population of
this, and many of the neighbouring parithes, has of lite con-
fiderably diminithed. "The only refon that ean be alligned
for this diminution is the monop )y of farins  About go or Go
years ago theve were above 16 Dirmiers inthe parifli; the whole
i; now in the peffeMion of 3 enly, LThe return to Dr. Webfter

in 1754 was 214 fouls.
Clrmare,
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Cilimate, Rivevsy, (%c.~~The clevated fituation of the parith,
being in the middle of Laimmermuir hills, renders the air
tharp and cold ; it is however pure and healthy; and during
the fummer months the chimate is tolerably mild and tempe-
rate.  ‘Though in all the different feafons there are frequent
fogs, yet as they arc generally confined to the tops of the hills,
the health of the inhabitants is feldom injured by them *.

The Whiteadder or Whitewater runs along the N. and E.
fides of the parith,~~The river Dye allo runs through pare of
this diftrict,  They are incoofiderable flreams, but abound
with trout of an excellent quality.  The banks of both were
formerly covered with natural wood, which rendered the ap-
pearance of the country in fummer molt delightfully romantic ;
but now there 1s not a tree or cvent a thrub to be found on them.

There are no manufaCturers of any kind in the parith.  Its
mland fitnation and great diftance from proper fuel, are un-
favourable 1o their eftablithment.  The gencrality of the in-
habitants are thérefore employed in agriculture.  There are
2 mafons, 4 joiners, 2 weavers, 1 blacktmith, and 1 taylor,
chiefly empleyed in working te the people of the parith and
neighbourhood, feldom manufufturing any articles for fale.
The inhabitants in general are frugal, fobor and induftrious,
free from duflipation, and not addicted to drinking, or any o
ther {pecics of intemperance. As a proof ol their induttry and

fobricty, it deferves to be mentioned that for more than 2o
years

* "I'here are few epudomiacal diltempeis in this part of the country. The
molt provaloot diorde s the thoamataim, probably uwing Ler Ll 4.h41|gt."ila]¢-
nels of the weather, and the coldocts and dampoots ot the houvics. Fovers
are not breguent. And the ague, whuh provads fo much amons the common
reople o the lower parts of Borsickihoe, i almoft unbhoown hiae, The peo-
ple in general hive to o conliderable age,  Amone th - Suall sumber of in-
habitants this panth contawms, there are ot puetent & p.ofons above 70 years
vl agey two of whom are sbosve So.
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years preceding 1788, there was only one perfon upon the
poor’s roll, and fince that time there have been only two on

that liit.

Agviculture.~As the greateft part of the parilh confilts of
high hills, covered with heath or bent, the lands in general
are more adapted to the breeding of cattle and fheep than the
raifing of grain. There are, howevsr, on all the different furms,
a confiderable quantity of arable ground, which is very fir-
viceable to the tenants, as ic fupplies their famities with corn,
and provides fodder for their cartle in winter. "The {oil, beang
light and dry, is fuitable for raifing of turnips and fown grafs.
Of late the farmers have availed themfelves of the advantages
arifing from this kind of fuil, and have already carried this
fpecies of improvement to a confiderable height.  Their prin-
cipal dependance being on cattle and fheep, renders the cul-
ture of turnips and fown grafs an objedt of great importance
not only as being the beft food for thefe animals, but fome-
times the only food that can be got for the fheep, for in fe-
vere winters the fnow is commonly fo deep as to prevent their
getting any nouriiiment cither from the grals or heath.  lLie-
fore the introduction of the turnip hufbandry, and the raifing
of clover and rye-grafs, the farmers were frequently obliged
in the winter feafon to drive their fheep into the low country,
and purchafe hay for them. 'U'his was not only attended with
great inconvenience and expence, but fometimes alio with the
lofs of a confiderable part of their flocks, owing to the difficul-
ty of driving them through the deep fnow, and the weak and
reduced condition in which the animals gencrally were before
their owners bl recourle to this expedient.

The introduction of the ufe of lime as a manure has been
of great benefit to the arable grounds in the neighbourhood.

Very confiderable crops of oats, barley and peafe have by means
thereof
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thereof been raifed from land which in its natural frate wasof
little or no value.  And it has not only the ¢ffeft of ocealion-
ing a more luxuriant and plentiful, but alfo a much earlier
crop; a circumftance of great importance in a hilly country
hke this, where the harvelt is commonly late, and the grain
in danger of being injured by the frott before it comes to ma-
turity. Another advantage refulung from it is, thar it is pecu-
harly favourable to the growth of clover. Wav, in this cold cli-
mate, it is abfolutely effential to its vegetation. Yor it has been
found by various trials, thet even on the be® and moft fertile
fpots in this part of the country, it is impoffible to raife this
ufeful plant without the aid of lime; whereas, by employing
this manure, the worll of the arable land mav be made to pro-
duce it. And itis a circumitance worthy of obfervation, that
fo grear is the efficacy of lime for promoting its vegetation,
that, by laving a quantity of it en the furface of the mefl un=
cultivated ground, it cwufes white clover to fpring {pon.a-
neowfly.  'This circumftance is the more remarkable, as there
have been many accidental inftances of this effe@ of lime in
the midit of the wildeft moors, by the breahing down or over-
turning of the carts employed in carrving it. And that teo,
at fo great diftance from any other Linds whare this plant u-
fually grows, as renders it difficult to account how the ferd
could have been conveyed 5 and ver repeated experience has
thewn that lime laid on fuch land, whother by deiign or acci-
danng hasuniformly hadthe o el of deftroying the heath orbent,
nd occafioning the vegetation of white clover, in great abun-
Janee.

It is proper, however, to obferve, that notwithftanding the
tendency which lime has to meliorate the fuil, vet a confidera-
lic part of the arable ground in this and the neighbouring pa-
railies has been much injured by the improper uf: of ir, orra-

they
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ther by the injudicious management of the land after laying
that ufeful manure upon it. For although, of all the ealeareous
manures, lime is unguedtionably the beft, vet as it adls rather
a5 a {timuius than a fubltantial mwanure, and caufes the Land to
make its greateft excrtions in the way of vegetation, it has a
tendency to eahault the foil, if not cropped with caution.
When it was firflt employed in the cultivation of the lands of
this parilh, lictle attention was paid to this circumflance. 'The
difficulty of driving lime at the diltance of 16 or 15 miles
through very bad roads, induced the farmoers to take as: many
crops as the land would yicld, to refund them for their expence
and trouble. Andby thefe means afrer tuking cight or ninecreps
of oats fucceffively, it was commonly lcft in a flawe of toral
fterility, incapable of preducing eiither grafs or corn. This
pernicions praftice is now in a great meafure bud abde 3 and
the generality of the [nrmers dilcover equal tkiiland caotion both
in the mode of managing and cropping the Linds which they
pmprove with lime, and allo in the mcans wlhich they ule for
recovering what had formerly been smpovenibed by over-erep-

Piﬂgi

Flovfer, Cartley and Shecp.—There are about 30 horfes, 200
black eattle, and 3:co fheep in the pandh. The horfes are all
kept for the purpoles of hulbandry. There are fow bred inihe
parifh, and none at all for fale.  The art'e are bt ol a fo
kind ; are bred for fale, and brang from Jog:00 to Lo 5:5
a head when three vears old. "Lhe theep, which are of the
fmall black fuoced kind, are fold ean after they are three years
old. Vhe average price for fome years pall is from ¢ to io
guincas the feore. Lhe farmers foom to thank that this Kind of
thesp is molt fuitable to the palture, and have on that ac.ount
made no attempts to improve the breed. They carry a coarfe

1 kina
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kind of wool; itis all laid wich tar, and has for fome years
pat {old from gs. o 10s. 6d. per {tone ™.

ALifeellsneczir OMervaticns.—The value of the living, inclu-
ding the plebe, is fearcely L. 5o a year, “The ftinend is only
Togt6:i1g:s  ‘The glebe confiils of about fifteen Englifh
acres, moit of it tolurably good land. It hus of late been much
injured by the inundations of the Wlitewator, which has con=
fiderably diminithed ity value. The cliurch was budt in 1739,
The manle fome years earhier. “Lhey have both been lately
repaired. Ule patron 1 Charles Waton Liyr. of Saughtond,

Vor. VI. 3 K As

* The wares of male fervants, who gt then board in the houfis, are from
L 6tol. 7aywr, and temale fervants drom I3 to L. 5 Sereants whoe
hove famclis, and keep houics of thor own, teeive o certiin guantity of
maab o praa, hoae o maoy heep nrazed, are allowed to hiep 2 cow, have
thew tucl brsught home, amb tovaal otha pogulites 3 the valoe of which may
Amount to cbheat Loggoer Lorg. "The wages ot ababomer by the day is 18, in
fummor, and bad o waator , escopr my iy time aod hanve(t, when they re-
ceive wonlideraldy mowe,  Vhie wages of women, for woeeding turmps, potd.

tows, S s gub pon daiy.

+in diffrs nt parts of the pasih are tiares of fiveral anticnt encampments,
thoupgh none of thom appear to hoag Boen of any contidaable extent, They
are fonucn ofeed, as to rendes it duloult to dubingaith of what hiad they have
boen —=Cranthaw < caftle, the properts of Mr, Watthn of Saughtan, 1s anob=
1""5 fguare of go foat Ty 24, L he walls ae g5 tout J!n:;h, ard 1 lvas a Lattle=
it on the tope Tees vaeny antiont binkbing, and by fure the gnmon of the tao
kingdoms, had boen witd as a place of defonce, to whah the inhabitants of
this part of the country were accollomed to retreat, upon lodden meuriions of
the kngluh bodurcs, Tha are in many of the neighbounng parshes the
remais and rine of Gmelar cdifices, but this is the only one o this part of
the eountry that s 00 entues It bas been Letely tepared by 1s predent pros
prictor, and 15 occupied by hom as a dwalling houfe, when he vilits this part

ef las ellate.
Our a lidl, on the weft fule of the parith, are two heaps of lones of an im-
mne afe flize, each comtaunng, as is fuppofid, many thoufund carts-load. A
traditien
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As the planting and raifing of woeod is of the greateft impor
tance to the country in gencraly fo it would in this and the
neighbouring panlhes be particularly bencadial to Luwdhoiders
and tenants, not only as beitg the botl mode of vmvloying
walte land, but hkewaife from the fhelrer it con'd oiford, ©
jwlicioufly laid out, ia furroundmy the valuable ficlds that are
already, or may vot be, improscd forrailing cemp and hay. But
the groatelt advantage ariting from it would be the theler it
wouid afford o the floc ks of ihicop in omntere Many farmers
in this part of the countiy Lo fnone night Lol a third, and
fomctimes near the hoall, of their fheop by o heavy fall ef fuow.
The eflicacy of lunting for proventing lofles of thas hnd iy
well known to all fose farimers, Vhe ihoriacds, howover, of
leafis in geveral gnes vl enenur goment fo the tenant to
ratls wood for this purpole at bis own wagponee, becante b ofore
he could dorve much beadfie from in, his leale would oaprre.
It may thercfor  hofupg fiod as saelject worthy the attunnon
of propricters i thes port of the country, as they matl witimate-
Iy be the gniners h}' of B prov zment of the hund, not ﬂn|:.' o1
account of ity grovly inhimdin the vilue of thar farms, from
the fecurity wios bt would athad to tae tenent for the fafety
of - theep in winter, but hkowale from the value of the wool
itfelf; the {oil, as appeirs from eaporiment= that have already
been made, being vory faveurabic to the rasting of duitrent Kinds

of timber.
NITARER

tradition has long ar~eah J, tht they had heen colloftod Lo e flire tu ¢ oma
memorate the dreth ot two tas deatle s who G Latde, sbonthe © wore
commandin ¢ appalite aimoa-, @l fran thoenee the hill en wlhinch et pules

are ercfred, obt oned the nage o Uey Lewe Upan g trs fiten of this hod,

unfupported by weounts from laflory Hul. depon lonee can e pat, efpucially

L L4 i!-¢ﬂhn'.-l}' Tdomr wath :“.[.""l 1o the 1|_u.|.|..lz.‘ ok Bl gt Plvbsy il thie tumse

when the tranisenen bappened  Fooas peddiial 0 Lo oo, that bmnethiog

memoiable had Do sob ot ther placcg oot was esbisnar, b B antiont
to adopt thivme o of nianbnatta | ta polterty the rememiy aiee of cvents thoey

comfidorad important ur s kable
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